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with the place in such a state. Do you want to
ruin it?"
"What I want is my business, and you can tell
your friends, those Lemarchants, that if they do
not pay their rent I shall turn them out. Yes, tell
them that/' said Mr. deSouza to Robert, and
laughed.
"Why do you laugh?" cried Robert. "Do you
think that's funny?"
"I do," chuckled Mr. deSouza, "and I'll tell
you for why. Bob. It will frighten them into
paying for fear they must shift, but they will have
to go all the same/'
"What do you mean?" asked Robert, but Mr.
deSouza would not explain.
Father had meant to pay the rent from the one
hundred rupees, but he had not been able to resist
the money in his pocket; he gave auntie twenty
rupees, and she, unable to resist it either, bought
a coat for Blanche of plum-coloured flannel with a
strange collar called "hare", that Blanche thought
meant "hair",
"A coat now when it is so hot!" she said.
"But you must have a coat."
"Why must I when I needed a dress?" said
Blanche, but she loved the coat all the same, and
thought how, when it was cold, she would walk
past the Fernandes in it on her way to school.
Father had bought a Tundice that at present
would not work, it had taken most of his money.
The rent could not be paid, but Robert advised
them not to worry, "I wouldn't pay it. My father